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Medical Entrepreneurship Event at Medical Faculty Heidelberg Highlights Innovation and

Entrepreneurship in Healthcare

The well-attended event, titled “Medical Entrepreneurship”,

brought together researchers, physicians, students, (future)

founders, and representatives of the regional innovation

ecosystem, all united by the shared interest, to broaden their

horizon and to shape the future of medicine. The evening was

moderated by Dr. Michael Gerards, who brings several years of

experience in the field of startup consulting at hei_INNOVATION.

Setting the Stage for Medical Entrepreneurship

The evening opened with welcoming remarks by Dr. Raoul Haschke, Team Lead at hei_INNOVATION, and

Dr. Sophia Deil, CEO of ScienceValue Heidelberg GmbH. Both highlighted Heidelberg’s strong

entrepreneurial culture, emphasizing the high level of startup activity at Heidelberg University.

Particular attention was given to the Medical Faculties, which continue to enable promising spin-offs and

entrepreneurial success stories, while still offering significant potential for further venture creation

supported by the region’s powerful innovation network.
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The introductory remarks were followed by a keynote address by

Prof. Dr. Michael Boutros, Dean of the Medical Faculty at

Heidelberg University and Board Member of Heidelberg

University Hospital. In his speech, he highlighted the growing

importance of innovation and translational research in advancing

modern healthcare and strengthening the connection between

academic research and clinical application.

On April 28, 2026, ScienceValue Heidelberg GmbH and hei_INNOVATION, the transfer agency at

Heidelberg University, welcomed interested participants to an inspiring evening dedicated to innovation

and entrepreneurship in healthcare.

The image at the top of the page: Dr. Michael Gerards; Image at the bottom: Prof. Dr. Michael Boutros. Cyright notice: All photos shown are the property of

hei_INNOVATION and are protected by copyright law. Any use, reproduction, or distribution without prior written permission is prohibited.



A central highlight of the event was a series of Inspire Talks: Established and aspiring founders shared their

personal experience and perspectives on medical entrepreneurship. The speakers included Priv.-Doz. Dr.

med. dent. Christoph J. Roser (CEO & Co-Founder of OrthodontIQ), Prof. (apl.) Dr. med. Thomas Opladen

(CEO & Co-Founder of Phenyx gUG), and Dr. Tiago Lopes (CEO & Founder of Nezu Biotech GmbH). In

addition to their entrepreneurial activities, all speakers are researchers at the Medical Faculty Heidelberg

of Heidelberg University.

Their presentations offered valuable insights into the opportunities, challenges, and practical steps

involved in transforming scientific research into successful ventures.

Inspire Talks Highlighted Entrepreneurial Pathways in Medicine
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Supporting the Next Generation of Healthcare Entrepreneurs

The event further demonstrated the strength and collaborative spirit of the innovation ecosystem within

the Rhine-Neckar region. Participants gained insights into the range of support structures available to

aspiring entrepreneurs, particularly through initiatives such as the Health + Life Science Alliance

Heidelberg Mannheim (represented through a brief introductory presentation by Dr. Camila Konietzko,

Infrastructure and Outreach Officer at Health + Life Science Alliance Heidelberg Mannheim), Heidelberg

Startup Partners, and the Life Science Accelerator Baden-Württemberg (represendet by Markus Bühler,

Project Leader at Life Science Accelerator Baden-Württemberg and Life Science Investors Day).

In addition, Dr. Michael Gerards from the startup support at hei_INNOVATION and Dr. Natalie Watzke,

Technology Manager at ScienceValue Heidelberg GmbH, provided an overview of the support services

available for (future) founders at Heidelberg University, alongside insights into IP management and its

relevance for startup creation and entrepreneurship.
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ScienceValue Heidelberg GmbH and hei_INNOVATION would like to thank all speakers, contributors, and

participants for their valuable input and the engaging discussions throughout the evening.

Further events and initiatives are already planned for the coming years to continue fostering innovation

and collaboration in healthcare and life sciences.

Continuing the Dialogue on Medical Entrepreneurship
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Impressions from the networking session. Copyright notice: All photos shown are the property of hei_INNOVATION and are protected by copyright law. Any use,

reproduction, or distribution without prior written permission is prohibited.
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